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Ngatimoti School goes very Green-Gold with Enviroschools!  And all the students and staff followed 

the suggestion of a 5 year old and wore green & gold clothes for their main reflection day. 

 

Whatôs inside this issue? 

 Salisbury Girls & Ngatimoti Schools are now 

Green-gold Enviroschools! 

 Ecofest lunchbox challenge 

 Zero Waste grants info 

 Build a Bumble Bee nest é.. 

 

EcoBuzz is created with the help of many contributors ï thank you to you all!  
Feel free to share this with others too - please 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TDC ï Rob Francis ï Environmental Education Officer, Ph 543 8484, Email: rob.francis@tasman.govt.nz 

  Claire Webster ï Environmental Educator, Ph 525 0020 (ext 450) Email:claire.webster@tasman.govt.nz 

NCC ï Karen Lee - Sustainability Coordinator, Ph 546 0339, Email: karen.lee@ncc.govt.nz 

 Jo Martin ï Environmental Educator, Ph 545 8728, Email: jo.martin@ncc.govt.nz 

Tena Koutou,  

We hope your third term is going well. Its wonderful to already feel 

Spring is in the air.  

Please find lots of interesting articles and information within this 

issue of EcoBuzz ï we are proud of our little e-magazine and hope 

you find it useful. Donôt forget to share it with anyone who may be 

interested and please feel free to be involved too ï either with 

articles or requests for changes or topics.  

A huge CONGRATULATIONS must go to both Salisbury and 

Ngatimoti Schools ï they have both just received their Green-Gold 

Enviroschools status. That makes them 2 out of only 20 in all of 

Aotearoa! 

Regards Rob, Karen, Jo and Claire 

Zero Waste Grants for Schools, 
Early Childhood Education Centres & Community Groups 

 
Do you have a great idea that could reduce waste? 
Tasman District Councilôs Zero Waste Grants may  
be able to help you put it into practice. 
 
Zero Waste Grants are available to help promote waste  
reduction ideas and projects and/or educate others about  
the importance of reducing waste. Funding is available to help schools, early childhood education centres and 
community groups set up projects that reduce the amount of waste they produce such as the purchase of 
recycling bins, compost bins or worm farms and/or develop educational material on waste minimisation. 
Funding can not be used for buying plants or gardening equipment. 
 
Contact Mary Curnow at Waste Education Services for further information about the Zero Waste Grant fund or 
an application form. The closing date for this round of applications is Friday 6 August 2010. 

Phone 03 545 9176 ext 3   Email marycurnow@nec.org.nz  

 

 

Electronic waste and eDay update 
 

Many schools were involved in the local eDay collections over the last two years and some have already 
contacted Nelson Environment Centre and Councils to ask about eDay this year.  At the time of writing this 
there is no confirmation from the national eDay team (2020 Communications Trust) about plans for 2010.  
Environment Minister, Nick Smith, has indicated that central government funding will be available this year but 
we understand discussions are ongoing with the Ministry to determine the level of funding.  There is also an 
outstanding issue with 220 tonnes of glass from CRT monitors that has still not been recycled from eDay 
2009. 
In the meantime a separate project is being investigated to recycle all electronic waste (not just computers) on 
an ongoing basis, with local collection/drop-off points through the country, and to ensure that more of the 
materials are recycled/refurbished/reused in New Zealand.  The aim will be to start nationwide user-pays 
collection facilities by the middle of next year. 

In the meantime, if any school has electronic waste that they need to dispose of then please contact  
Karen Driver at Nelson Environment Centre on 03 545 9176 ext 2 or karendriver@nec.org.nz for details 

of a possible interim solution.  
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mailto:claire.webster@tasman.govt.nz
mailto:karen.lee@ncc.govt.nz
mailto:jo.martin@ncc.govt.nz
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mailto:karendriver@nec.org.nz


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Following on from the success of the numeracy workshops last term, we are pleased to let you 

know that we will be holding further workshops in term 3. The focus of these will be integrated 

project design using 'back -of - the -NZC' strands, act ion competence in our teaching, ideas for 

integrating literacy and sustainability education through Enviroschools . Please do let us know if 

thereõs anything you would like to see us focus on in term 4. 

Thereõs been a lot of interest in supporting students with action projects leading to energy 

saving, especially following Nayland College Envirogroupsõ success in changing the policy on how 

energy bills are paid within schools. To find out more ways to support your students in this type 

of learning and action , please come along to the primary cluster meetings where Roger will be 

presenting some activities and familiarising you with tools from the Precious Energy section of 

the Enviroschools kit.  

As always, please do not hesitate to get in touch if you would li ke any support or if you are 

interested in finding out more about the Enviroschools programme.  

 
         

11th August ï Primary Cluster meeting with an energy focus, Motueka location 3.30-5.00 
17th August ï Scrapbook pages due to Regional Coordinator (Please NB your signed Permission of 
          Use form) 
18th August - Top of the South Environmental Educators (TOTSEE) meeting ï NCC Offices, 
  3.30-5.00.  All welcome 
20th August ï Secondary workshop exploring action competence and planning courses, 
  10.00-4.00 (tbc) 
26th August ï Primary Cluster meeting with an energy focus, Richmond/Nelson location 3.30-5.00 
27th August ï Scrapbook cover competition entries due to Head Office 
9th September ï Primary workshop, Motueka/Golden Bay schools 1.00-4.00 
15th September ï Primary workshop, Nelson/Richmond schools 1.00-4.00 
 

*To find out more about these events, to register and/or confirm dates and venues please contact the 

Regional Coordinator. Paid teacher release may be available for the primary workshops.  

Kia ora koutou,  

We are very proud to announce that we now have two Green Gold 

Enviroschools in our region! Many congratulations go to Ngatimoti 

School and Salisbury School on this success. As part of the 

Enviroschools programme we have an awards system which  allows 

schools to celebrate and recognise their progress. Green Gold is the 

highest Enviroschools award and recognises that schools are 

successfully embedding sustainability. Ngatimoti School and Salisbury 

School now join a total of 20 Green Gold schools nationally.  

 

 Kate Cobb ς kate.cobb@hotmail.com ph 5418293  

Monique Patterson ς monique_patterson@xtra.co.nz ph 5268130 

Roger Waddell ς corru.gate@xtra.co.nz ph 5402793 

Claire Webster ς claire.webster@tasman.govt.nz ph 525 0020 

From Kate, Claire, Monique & Roger  

The refection team at Salisbury all agrees! UPCOMING DATES FOR TERM 3 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

    

   The air of anticipa tion was apparent on Tuesday 23 June 2010 as the  

   Enviroschools reflection team was lead through the school into the Wharenui, to  

   be welcomed by a whole school assembly. Dan Hayes of Salisbury spoke the opening  

   welcome in a combination of M ƅori and English which set the scene for Jan fr om 

the    Enviroschools National Team who responded in a similar manner. The Kapa Haka 

   group,  supported by the rest of the school performed, and sang in a heart felt and  

 passionate way, the Enviroschools team of only four sang, E tu kahikatea, bravely  in response. 

The starting reflection team was formed, 7 students, 2 lead teachers and the Enviroschool team. The 

students lead a tour of the school. The purpose of the walk being to help the whole team feel connected 

and also connected to the school itsel f, to see some of the projects being talked about and to provide a 

basis for the following discussions of the day. The students proudly escorted the group around their 

school taking turns to explain how the paper recycling system works é..or how the Ecohut challenge led 

to an investigation into the history of the buildings at Salisbury.....or how the eco -sourced lowland 

forest won the Plant Conservation Award this year é..or what each of the designs on the new ly erected 

7 metre pou meant.  
 

What came through s o strongly from the students was their  

ownership and understanding within the group of all of these  

projects, processes and the meaning or reasons behind them all.  

 It was becoming clear that these sustainable principles and  

practises are part of what i t means to be a student at Salisbury  

School. After a beautiful lunc h, the reflection team changed into  

an adult group, which more of the staff  from across the school  

joined. This group discussed the Green Gold paragraph until the  

group felt comfortabl e that the school identified with each of  

the sentences. By this stage of the day there was little doubt as to the confidence of being at Green 

Gold level within the adult group. Lastly the students needed an opportunity to voice their opinion.  
 

To bring the day to a close, the previous work done on the Guiding Principles was built upon, highlighting  

      the links between the schools journey and actions to the  

      Enviroschools Guiding Principles. This was  f ollowed by the  

      group breaking into smaller groups to discuss why they each  

      thought Salisbury School was a Green Gold school. Thoughts  

      were shared, the responses were all in unanimous support, the  

      students never really had any doubt about this anyway.  

        Yee Hah we all agree!  

      This day provided both a recollection and a reflective process 

      for the students and staff as they relived past experiences in 

      their sharing and it was also an opportunity for the  

      Enviroschool team to acknowledge the ext ent and depth of 

      the journey that Salisbury School has undertaken. Salisbury 

      School is the first secondary, first residential and first 

               special needs school nationwide  to receive a Green Gold award.  

 

 

 

 

Green Gold at Salisbury ï A Facilitators perspective 
By Monique Patterson 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ngatimoti  School r eached Enviroschools Green Gold status too! While the reflection day for Salisbury was 

sunny and calm, the next morning dawned with a heavy grey sky ð this then turned into a cold windy and 

very wet day. Even though the weather was challenging it couldnõt dampen the spirit of the Ngatimoti 

school populace. Jan and Chris (from the Enviroschools National Team), Kate our Regional Coordinator and 

myself as the lucky guest ð were met at the gate by the Envirogroup leaders who all had information to 

share. We qui ckly noticed a theme ð everyone was dressed in green and gold ð the whole school looked 

wonderful. Each class also had a short presentation ð song, video, poetry etc. Then it was off to the 

community rooms with the students selected to be involved in the r eflection process. We went on a very 

soggy tour of various projects ð again the rain didnõt stop enthusiastic conversations. 

We then ate a delicious morning tea of muffins made by  

the junior class with some of the ingredients grown at  

the school.  

 
The Reflection team discussed some of the school environmental history, various projects and how 

sustainability/environmental education are threaded throughout the classroom work of the school, policy 

and procedures and the whole school culture and  

community. Lunch was also locally grown and fabulous.  

One of the techniques used to draw out information  

Was to make a tree with each of the 5 limbs being a  

separate Guiding Principle. Leaves were then added to  

each limb showing different aspects of projects and  

school decisions.  

After some further discussion the whole group - 

(including the Principal, BOT member, staff and the  

ever enthusiastic and knowledgeable student leaders and  

Enviroschools team) came to a unanimous decision the  

school had reached Green G old Level.  

By Claire Webster ð Enviroschools  

Facilitator for Golden Bay                

 

 

 
Left - on the soggy tour of the school grounds.  

Above ï happy students after the decision is 

 reached.  

Below ï Staff, BOT member and student leaders 

 all celebrate. 

CCCooonnngggrrr aaattt uuulllaaattt iii ooonnnsss   NNNgggaaattt iiimmmooottt iii    SSSccchhhoooooolll !!! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EXPO 2010  -  21 & 22 AUGUST 
{ƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΚ 

Prior to Ecofest ς 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ 9Ŏƻ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ς eating and drinking locally grown, baked, made or produced items for the month prior to 

Ecofest.  See www.ecofestnelsontasman.co.nz for more information. 
 

The Lunchbox Challenge for schools, previously distributed by Jo Martin at Nelson City Council.  

 Contact her on jo.martin@ncc.govt.nz for more information. 
 

At Ecofest ς   

Funky Fashion Shows ς ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ Řŀȅǎ ŀǘ мнΦолΦ  /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 

registered, please contact Jo Reilly now on Ecofest@xtra.co.nz.  This is a great way to showcase your creative students.  

Junior and Senior categories for years 5-8 and years 9+. 
 

The Science Roadshow special exhibition trailer ς with around 30 interactive exhibits with wide age range appeal which 

will reflect the following themes:   

 Ecology - From identifying native birds from their song to basic food webs, identification of plants and dating of 
trees 

 Earth resources and processes - From minerals that make up your cell phone, to luminescent walls, augers, 
earthquake epicentres, insulation and density 

 Health - From milk-soft drink comparison, to a milking cow, types of milk and food additives 
 

Eco travel for Youths ς the story of a year travelling around New Zealand as a WWOOFer (Willing Workers on Organic 

Farms).  Seminar on Saturday afternoon.  This is a great way to see New Zealand and learn new skills. 
 

How to Green Your School ς ōŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘƻƴŜ ƛǘΗ  ¢ƛǇǎΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘΣ ǿƘŀǘ 

ƘŀǎƴΩǘΦ  {ŜƳƛƴŀǊ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΦ   
 

Watch out for the Ecofest programme in Live Nelson and Newsline. 
 

5ƛǎǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴǎΩ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ  ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ 9ŎƻŦŜǎǘ ς 

We would like to invite schools to once again display some of your Environmentally/Sustainability focused 

projects/classwork undertaken in the last year. This year we ask you to make it fit on a 1 m wide and 1.5 m high 

poster/board ï approximately ï including the name of your school. You can attach things to it so it doesnôt need 

to be flat as such but we need to be able to put it on a wall somewhere in the expo. If you have a larger free-

standing item (like the fab bike-lawnmower last year) we could find room for this too.  

 

The Nelson Growables Garden Fair will be held on Sunday, 14 November at Founders Heritage Park, Nelson.  

It is a garden fair for all things gardening related.  

We would like to invite schools to consider Growables as an opportunity for fundraising by selling gardening 

related items, seedlings and other propagated plants.   

If youõre interested, please email Jo Reilly on  info@nelsongrowables.co.nz for more information.  We have 

the expertise available to teach your students how to propagate, and can help with potting mix etc.   

This is a great opportunity to not only raise money for your school, but also for your students to g ain 

additional gardening knowledge.  Please contact us now so you can get growing.  

An Invitation to schools -  

http://www.ecofestnelsontasman.co.nz/
mailto:jo.martin@ncc.govt.nz
mailto:info@nelsongrowables.co.nz


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Helping Kids Grow -www.mccainveggiepatches.com 

 Register until 20 August 2010. 

Collect points by sending in barcodes from McCAIN frozen vegetable and 

McCAIN Purely Potato packs. 

Redeem points for veggie patch equipment for your school - school's can 

order equipment once per calendar month from  

14 June until 31 October 2010. 

Open Orchard Programme for SCHOOLS ï FREE TREES!!! 
 

Open Orchards is funded by the Nelson Marlborough District Health Board and is an initiative to 

plant more fruit and nut trees on public land for all to enjoy! It provides free  fruit and nut trees 

to groups wanting to pla nt them on public land (council reserves) or in schools. It works on a first 

come first serve d basis ï as funds are limited! Also only trees able to be planted at the time of 

enquiry will be available but you can place an order with Elizabeth now so not to  miss out. Nelson 

Environment Centre (NEC) has taken over managing the Open Orchard Programme and the 

contact is Elizabeth Hovell at NEC . If you are interested in finding out about the fruit trees 

available email Elizabeth at info@nec.org.nz  or phone  545 9176 ext 0 and she can provide a list 

of the fruit trees available and the process involved. Also view the Nelson Marlborough Fruit Map 

on Google Map s to see what trees have already been planted where in Nelson/Tasman.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kids Edible Gardens in Schools (KEGS) begins in Nelson  
 

Kids Edible Gardens Nelson  (KEGs for short) aims to support primary schools to teach students 

about edible gardening and how this relates to waste minimisation, healthy eating, physical 

activity and environmental awareness in general  
 

Why edible gardening?  

It is widely accepted tha t edible gardens are a great way to get kids interested in the natural 
world ï how things interact, where our food comes from, where our waste goesé When kids are 

involved in growing their own food, they are more likely to take an interest in eating more 

healthily, plus they get the benefits of the physical activity.  
 

 

Nelson city Schools were encouraged to apply, although due to 

limited funding, only eight could be selected. The following schools 

are involved in 2010:  

Clifton Terrace School, St Josephôs School,  Auckland Point 

School ,  Stoke School , Birchwood School,  Nelson Christian 

Academy  

Who is supporting the programme?  

Nelson Environment Centre could not run the KEGs programme in 

Nelson without th e valuable financial support of :  

Prometheus Foundation, Nelson Marlborough District Health 

Boardôs Nutrition and Physical Activity Programme, Nelson 

City Council,  NZCU South .    Thank you sponsors !  

 

http://www.mccainveggiepatches.com/content/home.aspx
http://www.mccainveggiepatches.com/
mailto:info@nec.org.nz
http://maps.google.co.nz/maps/ms?hl=en&ie=UTF8&msa=0&msid=117878667065631173527.00046f56c2708c700cf11&ll=-41.323201,173.468628&spn=1.002457,1.702881&z=9
http://www.cliftontce.school.nz/
http://www.cliftontce.school.nz/
http://www.victory.school.nz/
http://www.aps.school.nz/
http://www.aps.school.nz/
http://www.stoke.school.nz/
http://www.birchwood.school.nz/
http://www.nca.school.nz/
http://www.nca.school.nz/
http://www.healthyas.org.nz/
http://www.healthyas.org.nz/
http://www.ncc.govt.nz/
http://www.ncc.govt.nz/
http://www.nzcusouth.co.nz/



