
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EcoBuzz Edition 42          Term  2  2011 

What is inside? ï 

 Funding opportunities 
 Competitions 
 Awards 
 Activities 
 A Pumpkin Festival 
 A new stream 
 Conference for 

teaching Sustainability  
 Matariki 
 Going Zero Waste 
 Enviroschools Update 

 Oh so much! 

 

 

 

 EcoBuzz is created with the help of many contributors ς thank you to you 
all!  Feel free to share this with others too - please 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Please feel free to contact any of 

us; 

       Nelson City Council 
 

Karen Lee 

- Sustainability Adviser 
- Ph 546 0339 
- Email: Karen.lee@ncc.govt.nz 

 
Jo Martin 

- Environmental Education Adviser 
- Ph 545 8728 
- Email: jo.martin@ncc.govt.nz 

 

 Tasman District Council 
 

Rob Francis  

- Environmental Education Officer 
- Ph 543 8484 
- Email: rob.francis@tasman.govt.nz 

 
Adie Leng 

- Environmental Educator Coordinator 
- Ph 543 7222 
- Email: adie.leng@tasman.govt.nz  

 
Claire Webster 

- Environmental Educator  
- Ph: 525 0020 (ext 450) 

- Email: claire.webster@tasman.govt.nz 

      
Adie Leng Rob Francis Claire Webster Karen Lee Jo Martin 

Tena  Koutou  -Welcome to Autumn everyone.  
 

Brrr! The leaves are falling and our energy bills are going 

up ï all sorts of energy ï food because we eat more in the 

cold, petrol because we walk/bike less and all heating 

forms too. School budgets and home budgets all seem to 

be feeling the pinch now. So how to be conscious of not 

wasting resources yet not bringing up our children in a 

negative ó there is not enoughô way? We hope within these 

pages of EcoBuzz you will find inspiration and helpful ideas. 

Also perhaps you could focus on what is abundant ï 

kindness, helpfulness, intelligence, innovation and creative 

thinking to name a few. 

Albert Einstein has some profound quotes that might inspire 

you too ï 

 ñNo problem can be solved from the same level of 

consciousness that created itò.  

ñAny intelligent fool can make things bigger and more 

complex... It takes a touch of genius - and a lot of courage 

to move in the opposite direction.ò  

ñEverything that can be counted does not necessarily 

count; everything that counts cannot necessarily be 

countedò.  

ñIt is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in 

creative expression and knowledgeò.  

So wishing you good health and a successful term two. 
 

NgǕ mihi nui 

Adie, Jo, Rob, Karen and Claire 

       NATIONAL PRIMARY SCIENCE WEEK 
         

       NZ Association of Science educators & Royal Society of 

       NZ are promoting this week to provide professional  

       development opportunities for primary teachers.   

       Sterling Cathman is co-ordinating this in our region.  

       I have agreed to offer a mini-workshop, that will involve  

       freshwater monitoring in Richmond. 

When: Thursday 5 May 2011 
Time: 3.45pm - 5.15pm 
Where: Gather at Waimea Intermediate, then head to Easby Park, Marlborough Crescent for stream 

monitoring session. 
  

Mauriora  
 

Na Mel McColgan   WAIMAORI STREAMCARE  

HM 545 1752   OFFICE 546 7842 (Tues & Fri) Cellphone 021 119 2255 
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Regional news 

Two new Enviroschools in the  

region 
We are very excited to welcome Nelson  

Intermediate School as the regionôs first  

Intermediate Enviroschool! The students have  

already been busy with the first stage of the action  

learning cycle - identifying their current situation  

with a measuring change waste audit and a  

stream monitoring session on the stream  that  

runs through their school grounds. We look  

forward to supporting them over the coming  

year J  

Tasman Region congratulates Tasman School  

becoming an Enviroschool, officially. They are  

already well on the journey and have even been  

in the scrapbook. We look forward to helping them  

achieve their schoolôs sustainability vision.  
 

Enviroschools Scrapbook contributions ï due by 7 July.  
 

Te Kaupapa mo 2011: The theme of the 2011 Scrapbook is ñEarth to Earthò 

Our earth provides rich resources that support us in our everyday lives.  In a natural cycle, what comes from 

the earth ultimately returns to the earth.   The 2011 Scrapbook will explore the many ways that enviroschools 

are working in harmony with this natural cycle.    

Projects and actions that are good examples of working with Earth to Earth could include: 

 Celebrating school food gardensé..example of a cycle where food is grown in healthy soils, eaten 
locally and food scraps returned to as compost to nourish next yearôs crop. 

 Structures, Huts, Buildings that are designed to easily integrate back into nature. 

 Green technology projects where the health of nature is considered in whole process from design, 
manufacture and end of life. 

 Learning programmes that explore different cultural perspectives of natural cycles.  

 Living Landscapesécreating and supporting habitats that allow natural cycles to flourish in your school 
or community. 

 OR something else! 

Information and guidelines are available. Our regional page numbers are limited, so if you would like to have a 

scrapbook page please discuss with your facilitator ï Adie, Jo or Claire 

 

Enviroschools Term 2 Update  

Enviroschools is a holistic learning programme that fosters connections and 

action for the environment. Mostly the actions are for the natural and physical 

environment because they support our social environment, which comprises 

social, cultural, technological, economical and political structures; i.e. 

whatever we do in nature! Interconnections and interdependence are 

complicated concepts, especially for student learning. This is where 

professional development can help. The Enviroschools facilitator can help 

with individual enviroschool staff next steps.  

Also, highly recommended is the TRCC Teaching for Sustainability 

Conference, 25-27 November www.trcc.org.nz.  This is an excellent 

professional development opportunity for Enviroschools lead teachers. 

 
Nelson Intermediate students sorting the school 

rubbish as part of identifying the school current 

situation. 

http://www.trcc.org.nz/


 
  
Energy Efficient Schools Resource  

Helping schools to reduce energy use and costs 
NERI (National Energy Research Institute) has put together a webguide 

in partnership with The Enviroschools Foundation and ECCA, funded  

by the Ministry of Education.  It is aimed at schools in order to help them 

improve energy efficiency, move towards sustainability and model  

good energy efficiency practice.  

For more information about this webguide and to download templates  
for monitoring and surveying and case studies that show how some  
schools have implemented energy efficiency techniques, visit  
www.neri.co.nz/education/energy_efficient_schools  or  
http://www.enviroschools.org.nz/energy_efficient_schools_large.pdf 

 

Local Enviroschool events 
 

Reflection for Progress workshop, Thursday 8 September 9-12.30, Nelson, location to be confirmed. Come 

and learn about the new Enviroschools reflection resource, try some reflection activities, and get a head start 

on your planning for 2012! 
 

Enviroschools 10 year celebration ï November 2011. So how, where and when did you come on board the 

Enviroschools journey? We will be collecting information to create our regional enviroschools timeline over the 

last ten years for a November celebration. Please send information to your facilitator. 
 

Envirokindy cluster workshop ï June 22 at Waverley Street Kindergarten, 58 Waverley Street, Richmond 

from 3:30 ï 5pm. For teachers of all early childhood centres that are signed up as enviroschools. Focus will be 

on using the Action Learning Cycle around the 3Rs and introduction to the Early Years Guidelines.  

Contact Adie Leng 
 

Motueka Enviroschools workshop ï June 15 3:30 ï 5:30pm ïwith a focus on using the action learning cycle 

and Maori Perspectives to enhance environmental learning and action. Location to be confirmed. 

Contact Adie Leng 

From the Enviroschools Foundation 
 Reflection pack ï The Enviroschools Foundation is very pleased to announce the launch of the new 

Reflection pack. It is designed for the Enviroschools facilitator to assist staff and students to see where they 

are on the enviroschoolôs journey. From this process the school decides if they are a bronze, silver or 

green-gold enviroschool and identifies what next. The pack has been trialled and revised extensively, 

receiving very positive feedback from those who have adapted it for their use. If you would like to know 

more about the reflection process - please contact your Enviroschools facilitator. 

 The ñEnviroschools Guideline for the Early Yearsò is being published at present and will be distributed 

in the June cluster workshop. This document supports the Kit and handbook with connections and case 

studies for early childhood centres.  

 Website update ï Maori perspectives. If you havenôt already checked-out the updated Maori 

Perspectives for Mainstream Schools section of the Enviroschools website, we recommend you have a 

look. There are summaries of Maori Perspectives activities and resources to support each of the theme 

areas, ideas for building relationships with tangata whenua, examples of events and projects with a MǕori 

perspectives focus and helpful case studies. If you want to know how to access the memberôs area of the 

website - please ask your facilitator. 

 Mother Earth sponsorship.Wondering why you have seen the Enviroschools logo on the Mother Earth 

T.V ads? The Enviroschools Foundation has entered into a sponsorship agreement with Mother Earth, who 

is a family-owned Hamilton based company with a strong healthy living focus. For more information about 

Enviroschools partnerships please contact your Enviroschools Coordinator. 

 

http://www.neri.co.nz/education/energy_efficient_schools
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The Great Pumpkin Festival 

Central Takaka School hosted a Pumpkin Festival recently. Motupipi and Takaka Primary Schools were both 

involved too. This event really demonstrated how much fun learning can be. Kids were into pumpkin weight 

lifting, pumpkin bowling, pumpkin poetry, pumpkin golf, pumpkin art, pumpkin obstacle course, pumpkin 

feasting and of course pumpkin growing. The older students took charge of running all the activities. The 

children of at Central Takaka School also planned and catered for the participants and parents ï over 100 

people ï and of course pumpkin soup was on the menu! The winning entry in the heaviest pumpkin contest 

was won by Hannah Brazendale from Motupipi School with her massive 164kg pumpkin. 

 

 

Lilly Mclellan with her big pumpkin 

Rhiannon Ward with her pumpkin 

 
Parent Amiti Turner serves pumpkin scones, pumpkin 

pikletes and pumpkin soup to Mukunda Knowles. 

Kainga Schinkel with his pumpkin poster 
Olivia Langford - face painting activity 

Judging the pumpkins ï which one is the oddest, ugliest etc? 



   

 

 
 

 

Te Awa Iti ï 
Golden Kids Early Learning Centre 

in Takaka now has its very own 

stream for the children to play in. 

Its part of their exciting 

redevelopment plan for the whole 

outdoor area designed by John 

Allen. 

The water comes for the roof of the 

playhouse, is held in the big see ï

through tank (so the children can 

see the water level). The outlet 

volume can be controlled (by an 

adult) to create a ófloodô or a ótrickleô 

and then the water is returned via a 

submersible pump.  

The stream has different 

areas ï stones, rocks and 

pebbles gathered from 

different areas of Golden Bay. 

The Centre are keen to create 

a stimulating, safe, fun and 

natural environment for the 

children to play and learn in 

that is also sustainable. 

 

Golden Kids Early Learning Centre 



 
  
TRCC Teaching for Sustainability Conference ï  

25-27 November.   Director: Pam Williams  

We highly recommend this to all Enviroschools lead teachers as an 

excellent professional development opportunity. There will be a  

range of workshops and some specifically on Enviroschools.  

Costs for registered teachers are subsidized! More information www.trcc.org.nz  
 

Costs:  (if paid by Early Bird date 14/10/11, if paid after this date an additional $100 applies) 
Live in: $410  Live out: $270      Registrations close 29th October, 2011 
 
Catering for Early Childhood, Primary and Secondary Teachers  in  both English a nd Mƃori Medium 
 

Secondary / Wharekura  

- Examples of good practice years 9 ï 13 
- NCEA ïproviding relevant and exciting courses 
- óBrainfoodô ï possible, probable, preferred futures? 
 
Primary / Kura  

- Exploring eco-literacy and eco-numeracy in the NZC and TMoA 
- Integrating sustainability concepts into your programmes 
- Enacting sustainable practices 
 

 

 

Funky Fashion Shows      (Fashion created from recycled items)  
20 and 21 August 2011  

Senior category ɀ year 9+   Junior category ɀ year 5-8 
 

New this year:  a Hat section!  
         Labels 

 

 

 resale and  
designer clothing 

EC / Kohanga Reo  

- Sustainable teaching practice in EC settings 

- Examples of best practice and recent NZ research 

- Making connections to bi-cultural teaching and Te 

Whariki 

At -  Rutherford House, 
Victoria University, 

Wellington     

      All Nelson Tasman Schools are offered a free stand!  

    Sunday, 13 November @ Founders Heritage Park  

     A great opportunity for fundraising, showcasing your  

  scÈÏÏÌȭÓ ȬÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇȭ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȟ  

    %ÎÖÉÒÏÓÃÈÏÏÌÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÒ ËÉÄÓȭ ÅÄÉÂÌÅ ÇÁÒÄÅÎÓȢ 
Nelson Growables is a non-profit community -focused event to promote the knowledge and enjoyment of all things 
growable. Plan NOW to grow and sell seedlings, make seed balls, plan a second hand garden gear stall, or any other 
ÇÒÅÁÔ ÉÄÅÁ ÔÏ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ȬÇÒÏ×ÁÂÌÅȭ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȢ  4ÈÅ limit is only your imagination! 

We can offer support with seeds, potting mix, containers, expertise, ideas and information, publicity and a 
guaranteed attendance of over 4,000 people at Nelson Growables.   

Great feedback was received from all three schools that attended in 2010, with the following quote from Stoke 
School ɀ ȰWe enjoyed being part of the day and felt it gave our school a great profile so thank you for the opportunity.   
4ÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÔÈÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ Á ÒÏÁÒÉÎÇ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÕÒ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÏÆ ÖÉÅ× ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ Á ÇÏÒÇÅÏÕÓ ÖÅÎÕÅȢȱ 

Email Jo Reilly on info@nelsongrowables.co.nz or call 543 3663 to find out more, or visit our website: 

www.nelsongrowables.co.nz.  

 

 

This is the equivalent of an 

Enviroschools Hui!  

http://www.trcc.org.nz/
mailto:info@nelsongrowables.co.nz
http://www.nelsongrowables.co.nz/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Garden Bird Survey 2011

 
 

Hunting Birds in our own backyards and school 
grounds ï whoôs out there? 
 

The 2011 Garden Bird Survey will take place between 

25 June and 3 July. Schools are again invited to 

participate. The survey involves pupils recording the 

highest number of each bird species they see at any 

one time during one hour of observation. It can be 

done as a class activity or at home (or both). Some 

schools divide classes into small groups and send the 

groups to different parts of the school ground. Others 

ask pupils to do the survey at home and then bring the 

results back to school for processing (but please also 

send the forms to the survey organiser). The website 

(www.landcareresearch.co.nz/research/biocons/garde

nbird) has full instructions, a school activities page, 

and bird identification guides to help pupils learn to 

identify birds before doing the survey. It will also have 

a printable survey form and online data entry portal 

available closer to the time of the survey. Over the 

years the results will help determine whether the 

numbers of birds, especially native birds such as the 

tui, bellbird, and kereru, are increasing or decreasing, 

and help guide conservation efforts.  

http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/research/biocons/g

ardenbird/activities.asp 

 

 

Useful bits and bobs ï  
 

Sirocco the Kakapo is a regular user of Facebook 

ï a wonderful friend for kids on the net. 

http://www.facebook.com/siroccokakapo 
 

Choose your 10 most iconic places and things ï 

Have students choose their favourite ókiwiô things 

and places  

http://www.doc.govt.nz/upload/documents/about-
doc/role/policies-and-plans/cms/cms-
quintessentially-kiwi.pdf 
 

Hatched: New Zealand's future - Landcare 
Research Landcareôs new eBook. 

http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/services/sustain
ablesoc/hatched/   Itôs a collection of research 
findings, stories and tools exploring five key areas of 
capacity required for New Zealandôs long-term 
success. It covers innovative research undertaken 
with businesses, across policy sectors, communities 
and individuals and was funded by the Foundation 
for Research, Science and Technology.  
 

Yellow-eyed Penguin Educational Resources 
Now Available.  

The Yellow-eyed Penguin Trust has just launched a 
new óFor Kidsô section on its website 
(http://yelloweyedpenguin.org.nz/for-kids/). The For 
Kids section is chock-full of kid-friendly background 
information about the yellow- eyed penguin. There 
are also materials for teachers in the curriculum 
areas of Science, Electronics, English and Visual 
Arts with creative suggestions for the classroom. 
There is plenty of penguin-related fun stuff as well, 
including games, jokes, puzzles and some 
astonishing YouTube clips. Contact 
monika@megabright.co.nz  for more info 

www.megabright.co.nz   

 
 

 

 
HEADS UP FOR 2011 FILM CHALLENGE ï TIME TO START PLANNING  
The Outlook for Someday film challenge is now in its 5th year. 
The entry deadline for 2011 is 30 September. Weôre looking forward to watching the films that come in from 
young people throughout New Zealand on the big issue of our time ï sustainability. And as usual The 
Outlook for Someday Awards red-carpet ceremony will be towards the end of the year. This yearôs entry 
form will be up on the website in May or June, as well as all the info about this yearôs Special Awards, but donôt 

wait till then ï get planning and creating.  www.theoutlookforsomedaynet  
 

Sustainability is é. Our environment, our biodiversity, our life, community development, social justice, peace, 
health, human rights, cultural identity, science, innovation, creativity, diversity, leadership, enterprise, 

citizenship é LONG WORDS, BIG IDEAS, SHORT FILMS. 

http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/research/biocons/gardenbird
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AMP scholarship awards www.doyourthing.co.nz 
 

AMP Powerhouse Financial Services Regional Scholarship 

The Nelson / Tasman/ Marlborough  Regional Scholarship is open to anyone with New Zealand residency in 

the region with an exceptional talent.  This could range from Sheep Shearing to Basket Weaving, Science or 

Sports. Two applicants will be awarded $5000 each to put towards achieving their dream.  
 

AMP National Scholarship 

The AMP National Scholarship Award of $10,000 is open to anyone with New Zealand residency. Anyone can 

apply, and there's no age limit or restrictions - so whether your thing is a community project, business idea, 

education, or a dream to represent your country, you could be in line to get some extra help. Know someone 

who's doing great things? Challenge them to apply! 
 

AMP Study Start Scholarship 

$15,000 cash could make studying sweeter. In 2011, AMP is giving away a new Study Start Scholarship to the 

tune of $15,000.  

Study Start is different. Itôs not about being a straight óAô student. Instead, the AMP Study Start will go to the 

young Kiwi who can prove theyôre totally dedicated, with a clear vision of the goals they want to achieve, and a 

passion for making a difference. 

To apply you need to be a New Zealand resident; in Year 12 or 13 (and pass Year 12); planning to start 

studying for an NZQA or overseas equivalent within the next 12 months; and aiming to use your study to help 

New Zealand or your community. 
 

AMP Peopleôs Choice Scholarship 

This AMP $10,000 Scholarship Award is run through social media and the winner will be decided by online 

voting.  Again it is open to anyone with New Zealand residency with an exceptional talent, and is run nationally. 

 Voting opens on 1st June and runs until 17th July, so rally everybody you know and get them to vote for you. 

So check out the - AMP scholarship awards on www.doyourthing.co.nz !! 

Community Planting day June 12th   

 for Nelson folk. 
Nelson City Council is holding a community planting 

day at the Glenduan Reserve on Sunday 12 June, 

from 10am to 2 pm.  

The planting day includes the official opening of  

the Reserve, skate park and toilet block by the Mayor  

at 10.30am with a ribbon cutting ceremony. 

Bring the family for a fun free activity. You can help to  

restore the Glenduan Wetland by planting wetland  

native plants and enjoy the other activities on offer,  

including the Way to Go trailer, childrenôs quiz trail, 

 talks on the Boulder Bank, interactive workshops and  

all day barbeque & drinks. 

 

 

  2011 Webinar Series     

Education for Planet Earth    http://www.greenteacher.com/webinars.html 
 

Green teacher are offering 30 FREE webinars on various environmental education topics this year. Each 

session will feature a 20-30 minute presentation, and 30-40 minutes for you to ask a question of the presenter. 

They are designed for non-formal and formal youth educators.  

Note: Each one hour webinar will begin at 1:30pm in New Zealand, the day after the scheduled dates below. If 

you cannot participate in these afternoon sessions, you can view the archived version afterwards, via the links 

on the website  

http://www.doyourthing.co.nz/
http://www.doyourthing.co.nz/
http://www.doyourthing.co.nz/
http://www.greenteacher.com/webinars.html


 
  

 

RAAôs?? 
Jeana Packer a teacher at Broadgreen Intermediate School had her students creating and exhibiting some 
RRAôs Random Acts of Art (a bit like RAKS ïRandom Acts of Kindness).  
This is what she had to say ï ñUsing recycled materials and environmental artists as inspiration, students 

came up with a sculpture idea each. They had an exhibition in the library and invited local radio presenters 

along. There was a óvoting boxô where all students in the school could vote for their favourite piece. Some 

sculptures had a theme and others were pretty much random pieces. Giving the students choice is a powerful 

motivator ï all of these kids were thoroughly engaged and loved doing it. It brought out their óinner artistô. Re-

using resources gave me the opportunity to discuss environmental issues and the need to re-useò. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


